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Mary Eleanor Brackenridge served as an early 
regent for the College of Industrial Arts, now 
known as TWU. A pioneer for women’s rights, 
Ms. Brackenridge helped form the Texas 
Women’s Suffrage Association in 1913 and 
served as its president. Additionally, Eliza 
‘‘Birdie’’ Johnson and Hellen Stoddard, both 
members of the Texas Women’s Suffrage As-
sociation, were instrumental leaders in the 
women’s suffrage movement who played sig-
nificant roles in the founding and governing of 
TWU. 

In honor of this shared history, today TWU 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary of Texas’ 
ratification of the 19th Amendment and the 
role TWU played in the women’s suffrage 
movement. As we mark this milestone, I am 
grateful to the leaders of TWU—past and 
present—who have made indelible contribu-
tions to the North Texas community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ABBY DOLLIVER ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Norwich Superintendent 
of Public Schools, Abby Dolliver, on a career 
in education spanning 33 years, including 25 
in the city of Norwich. Her history of pas-
sionate leadership is rooted in a lifelong dedi-
cation to public service and has positively im-
pacted the lives of countless students, faculty, 
and administrators. 

Her commitment to Norwich Public Schools 
began in 1986 as a social worker. Abby as-
sumed the role of Director of Student Services 
and Special Education in 2007 before her ap-
pointment to the position of superintendent in 
2010. Her tenure has been marked by an en-
thusiasm for inspiring leadership in others and 
utilizing the unique qualities of those she over-
sees. As superintendent, Abby is proud of de-
veloping internal committee structures to en-
courage a greater sense of engagement 
among faculty. She regards helping to create 
a strong team and surrounding herself with tal-
ented, experienced members of the school 
community as her greatest accomplishment. 
Though major challenges included tighter 
budgets, the closing of three elementary 
schools, and the restructuring of the city’s mid-
dle schools, Abby maintained an unwavering 
devotion to the needs of her students. In the 
midst of that turmoil she actually implemented 
innovative, successful magnet programs using 
state and federal resources to keep Norwich 
public education healthy and high quality. 

Abby’s background as both a social worker 
and lifelong resident of Norwich has enabled 
her to better understand the diverse perspec-
tives of more than 3,500 students who speak 
over 25 different languages. Her legendary fa-
ther, Stanley Israelite, instilled in her a devo-
tion to public service that was focused on the 
best interests of Norwich’s children. Abby de-
scribes the Norwich school district as ‘‘stu-
dent-driven with kindness as the focus.’’ The 
city of Norwich has benefited greatly from this 
history of dedication, and I am confident Abby 
will find new ways to serve the community for 

years to come. I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in wishing her a happy retirement. 
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REINTRODUCING THE SERVICES 
FOR ENDING LONG-TERM HOME-
LESSNESS ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to reintroduce the Services for Ending 
Long-Term Homelessness Act, legislation that 
will help our nation address the long-term 
homelessness crisis. 

Since the first Federal Strategic Plan to Pre-
vent and End Homelessness was launched in 
2010, rates of homelessness among veterans, 
families, and chronically homeless individuals 
have fallen significantly. Our country has suc-
cessfully taken thousands of individuals and 
families off the streets. Unfortunately, last 
year, the homeless population in the United 
States increased for the second year in a row 
since the inception of the Federal Strategic 
Plan. According to the annual U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) Point in Time count, there were about 
88,484 chronically homeless individuals and 
8,429 people in households with children, for 
a total of 96,913 chronically homeless. 

Allowing men, women, and children to live 
on the streets is not a standard America 
should be willing to accept. Unstable housing 
impacts the lives of millions of Americans 
every year and addressing this problem forth-
rightly, as this bill does, will help get chron-
ically homeless individuals and families off the 
streets. I ask that you join me in prioritizing 
these efforts to combat long-term homeless-
ness in our country. 

Madam Speaker, this important legislation 
addresses our country’s homelessness prob-
lem in the following ways: 

Requires the Secretary of HHS to design 
national strategies for the establishment of 
supportive housing services and programs to 
assist in ending chronic homelessness and to 
implement programs that address chronic 
homelessness. 

Requires the Secretary of HHS to make 
matching grants to eligible entities to provide 
services promoting recovery and self-suffi-
ciency and augment the HUD-administered 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants. 

Requires the Secretary of HHS to report 
performance outcome data on the projects 
carried out under the Act. 

Madam Speaker, as you know, the most re-
cent data available shows us that more than 
a quarter of those currently living without per-
manent shelter are chronically homeless. We 
must continue to invest in the needs of these 
vulnerable and marginalized members of soci-
ety, which will result in healthier, safer, and 
more productive communities. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in working 
to end homelessness across our nation by 
supporting this important piece of legislation. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2019 BLACK AND 
GOLD SCHOLARSHIP BALL 
AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Joyce-Gillespie-Harrington Edu-
cational and Charitable Foundation and the 
Zeta Upsilon Lambda Chapter of the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity on the occasion of their 
39th annual Black and Gold Scholarship Ball. 

The Joyce-Gillespie-Harrington Educational 
and Charitable Foundation was incorporated in 
2001 and was formed to provide financial sup-
port to the educational initiatives developed by 
the Chapter and Fraternity. It increases oppor-
tunities for achievement for young African- 
American men and women through scholar-
ships, mentoring, and charitable services. The 
Foundation was named in honor of three com-
munity leaders and fraternity members, James 
Burwell Gillespie, Roosevelt Harrington, and 
Henry Louis Joyce who were dedicated to the 
ideals of ‘‘Scholarship, Community, Service 
and Love for all Mankind.’’ Since its inception, 
the Foundation has awarded hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to local youth to assist 
them with continuing their education. 

The programs offered by the foundation are 
vital to the success of our students. This 
year’s Black and Gold Scholarship Ball will 
support scholarships for ten college-bound 
high school students. During the last nineteen 
years, one-hundred students have received 
scholarships awarded by the foundation and 
have attended some of the top colleges and 
universities in the country. With the typical col-
lege graduate’s debt averaging about 
$30,000.00, the Foundation’s continued sup-
port of these students is absolutely critical. 

I am pleased to include in the RECORD the 
following names of the 2019 scholarship win-
ners: 

Andrews Boateng—Stone Bridge H.S.; 
Jacklyn Bostic-Clarke—Broad Run H.S.; 
Ariana Frazier—TC Williams H.S.; Alexander 
Harvey—Freedom H.S.; Kevin M. Jackson— 
Lake Braddock S.S.; Abigail Jegels—Broad 
Run H.S.; Sydney Jenkins—Briar Woods H.S.; 
Cameron Miller—Broad Run H.S.; Andrew 
Otchere—Rock Ridge H.S.; Derrick L. Pough, 
Jr.—Loudoun County H.S.; Jonathan G. Wil-
liams—Tuscarora H.S. 

Madam Speaker, these students represent 
our country’s next generation of gifted leaders 
who will have great impact on our society and 
future. I thank the Joyce-Gillespie-Harrington 
Charitable and Education Foundation and the 
Zeta Upsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity for their dedicated commit-
ment to fostering success in our youth and 
commend all of the scholarship winners for 
their academic excellence. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating these tal-
ented students and in wishing them great suc-
cess in all their future endeavors. 
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IN HONOR OF G. ROLAND VELA, 
PH.D. 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the contributions of G. Roland 
Vela, Ph.D. to the City of Denton and the aca-
demic community. Dr. Vela is a retired pro-
fessor at the University of North Texas, where 
he served as one of the first Latino faculty 
members. At UNT, he authored 75 scientific 
papers and books regarding Texas History. 
This history-maker also blazed trails as the 
first Hispanic member of the Denton City 
Council and one of the country’s first Mexican- 
American Microbiologists. In honor of Dr. 
Vela’s distinguished achievements, the City of 
Denton dedicated the G. Roland Vela Athletic 
Complex on May 26, 2019. 

Dr. Vela was raised in San Antonio, Texas. 
During World War II, he joined the Texas 
State Guard at age fifteen and convinced his 
parents to sign release papers that would 
allow him to enlist in the U.S. Navy at just 
seventeen. Though the war concluded before 
he was assigned to a ship, the young Texan 
dedicated the following year of his life to the 
Navy in peacetime. 

Following his honorable discharge from the 
Navy, Dr. Vela attended San Antonio Junior 
College. After transferring to the University of 
Texas at Austin, he took multiple jobs to sup-
port himself before graduating with a degree in 
bacteriology. In 1951, he received a scholar-
ship for his master’s degree in bacteriology, 
which he completed in just one year, followed 
by a doctorate in microbiology and bio-
chemistry in 1963. 

Dr. Vela later began a 35-year tenure as a 
professor at the University of North Texas in 
Denton, where he taught undergraduate and 
graduate courses in microbiology. He was 
chosen to be part of the American Academy of 
Microbiology and was named the Associate 
Dean of Science and Technology in the Col-
lege of Art and Sciences. During his tenure at 
UNT, Dr. Vela oversaw the research of numer-
ous students and mentored 20 doctoral stu-
dents before retiring in 2000. 

In addition to his many professional accom-
plishments, Dr. Vela is a public servant. He 
was the first Hispanic member elected to the 
Denton City Council, and has served on the 
Texas Municipal Power Agency Board of Di-
rectors as well as numerous boards and com-
missions. 

The G. Roland Vela Athletic Complex is a 
fitting tribute to this remarkable North Texan. 
I join Dr. Vela’s family, friends, colleagues, 
and students in celebrating this well-deserved 
honor. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, on Monday, 
June 10, 2019, I was unable to vote on any 
legislative measures due to travel complica-

tions. Had I been present, I would have voted 
the following: 

(Roll No. 242) H.R. 542—Supporting Re-
search and Development for First Responders 
Act, had I been present I would have voted 
yes. 

(Roll No. 243) H.R. 2539—Strengthening 
Local Transportation Security Capabilities Act, 
had I been present I would have voted yes. 

(Roll No. 244) H.R. 2590—DHS Overseas 
Personnel Enhancement Act, had I been 
present I would have voted yes. 
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RECOGNIZING KIMBERLEE BURKS 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the life of 
Kimberlee Ann Burks, on the occasion of her 
unexpected passing on Thursday, May 30, 
2019. 

Kimberlee’s roots in Hayward ran deep. She 
was born at our very own St. Rose Hospital in 
January 1967. She enjoyed spending her 
childhood at our local landmarks, like Kennedy 
Park and then returned to settle in Hayward in 
2015. 

For the homeless populations in Hayward 
and Alameda County, Kimberlee was a cham-
pion. She modeled what a person could do for 
themselves and for other people. Regardless 
of whether you recently lost your job, had be-
come a victim of the ever-increasing cost of 
housing in the Bay Area, or were struggling 
with an addiction, Kimberlee saw you as a 
human being first. 

The Downtown Streets Team is where 
Kimberlee found the support that fostered her 
spirit for advocacy. She started as a peer ad-
vocate and peer leader where she introduced 
the group and its goals to those in search of 
support, work-experience, and secure housing 
in our community. 

In addition to her work with the Downtown 
Streets Team, Kimberlee found community at 
Community Resources for Independent Living 
(CRIL), where she served as a housing search 
coordinator. There she served two vulnerable 
communities that she held dear, the homeless 
and the disabled through the coordination of 
housing search workshops. 

Kimberlee volunteered throughout Hayward 
and Alameda County to raise awareness and 
restore dignity to our homeless population. 
Whenever she made a gain of her own in life, 
she was always looking for a way to help 
someone else. 

In 2017, she came to Washington, D.C. and 
visited my office to represent and advocate for 
the needs of Alameda County’s Healthcare for 
the Homeless program. Just days before she 
passed away, Kimberlee was in Sacramento 
with CRIL and other advocates seeking sup-
port for measures that would provide secure 
and stable housing and medical care for those 
with disabilities and older adults without ac-
cess to other forms of insurance coverage. 

Kimberlee led by doing. She was a force for 
good, and she is gone far too soon. She is 
survived by her mother, Barbara, and her two 
sons, Austin and Preston. They have my 
deepest condolences. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
CHRISTOPHER KELLY RAPP 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, it is 
with great sadness today that I rise to honor 
the life of Mr. Christopher Kelly Rapp, a hus-
band, son, musician, and public servant from 
Virginia’s 7th Congressional District whose life 
was taken too early on May 31 of this year. 

Friends and colleagues describe Mr. Rapp 
as empathetic, honest, and helpful. As a pub-
lic works employee for Virginia Beach, Staf-
ford, and Powhatan, he dedicated much of his 
working career to improving the lives of those 
around him. A man of deep faith, Mr. Rapp 
was also a devoted volunteer. In fact, he was 
scheduled to volunteer at an event to help the 
less fortunate on June 5th—an event which he 
was never able to attend. 

In addition to his commitment to service, Mr. 
Rapp was known for the true and abiding love 
he possessed for his wife, Bessie. When they 
met, she was a travel agent and he wanted to 
travel the world. As husband and wife, they 
spent 24 years traveling it together. This abid-
ing love also led to Mr. Rapp embracing his 
wife’s culture by becoming an active member 
of Kultura Filipino. Through this group, he 
learned Filipino dances, empowered Pinoy 
children by teaching them about Filipino cul-
ture, and made his home a central location for 
all types of cultural communities from the 
Tidewater to Central Virginia. 

Chris loved the experiences of life and was 
a life-long learner. Whether it was buying a 
Tagalog dictionary on his wedding day, start-
ing piano lessons in his mid-50s, or avidly 
writing short stories, he capitalized on every 
second of life. He was renowned for his pas-
sionate performances on the bagpipe and 
served as a member of Greater Richmond 
Pipes & Drums, as well as Tidewater Pipes & 
Drums. These bands remember him for his 
love for music and eagerness to share his 
sound with the community. 

I am heartbroken by the death of Mr. Rapp 
during the senseless shooting at the Virginia 
Beach Municipal Center. While I know that I 
can offer no true consolation, I offer my pray-
ers and heartfelt sympathy to Mr. Rapp’s wife, 
parents, family, and friends. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
commemorating the life of Mr. Christopher 
Kelly Rapp. 

f 

HONORING BOB COFFIN 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 13, 2019 

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Las Vegas Councilman Bob Coffin on the 
occasion of his retirement from political life. 
Councilman Bob Coffin was elected to rep-
resent Las Vegas Ward 3 on Tuesday, June 
7, 2011, and was sworn into office on 
Wednesday, July 6, 2011. Councilman Coffin 
has deep roots in downtown Las Vegas, hav-
ing been a resident in and around Ward 3 for 
more than 60 years and now lives less than a 
mile from his boyhood home. 
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June 13, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page E771
June 13, 2019, on page E771, the following appeared: 
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the life of Kimberlee Allen Burks, on the occasion of her unexpected passing on Thursday, May 30, 2019.

The online version has been corrected to read:  
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the life of Kimberlee Ann Burks, on the occasion of her unexpected passing on Thursday, May 30, 
2019.
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